
What is the Academic Talent Search (ATS)? 
The ATS is a two-fold testing program designed primarily for students in grades 6 through 10. It 
identifies students with extraordinary mathematical and/or verbal reasoning abilities, and offers 
an opportunity to sharpen test-taking skills in preparation for the PSAT and SAT Reasoning 
Test well in advance of the crucial junior and senior years of high school. The ATS also assists 
participants in their placement in pre-college programs. All students receive a score report on 
their math, critical reading and writing performance; those who select the PSAT receive the 
more extensive four-page informative report with recommendations on areas for future improve-
ments. 

Who is eligible for the Academic Talent Search?

UC Irvine asks educators to identify students who will be in the sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, or tenth grades  
as of January 2009 who demonstrate special academic talent, and inform them about ATS. The program
is open to students who meet at least one of the criteria listed below. Students who have/have been: 
   •  identified as eligible for GATE (gifted and talented education) services at their school OR
   •  scored at the 90th percentile or higher on a standardized achievement or aptitude test of math ematical  

   or verbal reasoning ability. Subtest scores such as computation, logic, comprehension or spelling as      
   well as total composite scores in reading, math, science, etc. are acceptable OR

   •  achieved a score of "Advanced" in at least one area of the California Standards Test (CST) OR
   •  nominated by a teacher, counselor or principal

What are the benefits of participating in the Academic Talent Search?
ATS participants receive test practice and information on their math and verbal reasoning skills that may open doors to new and 
exciting honors opportunities.  Participants also receive:
   •  a score report that compares by grade level their verbal, mathematical, and general rea- 
      soning ability (as measured by the PSAT or SAT) with that of other students in the   
      Academic Talent Search Program
   •  recognition at an Academic Talent Search awards ceremony if among the top-scoring      

   participants
   •  information describing education programs available to academically superior students,
      including the UCI Gifted Students Academy and other University of California academic   

   enrichment programs
   •  consideration for scholarships to UC Irvine's summer academic enrichment programs

How does one apply for the Academic Talent Search?
   •  Apply online at:  www.admissions.uci.edu/ats
    • Select a test location and date (on reverse side: 2008-2009 ATS Seminar and             
      Test Schedule)
   • Pay the $30 registration fee plus the $35 test fee (PSAT) either by credit card online,         
  or by check made payable to UC Regents. If you select the SAT, a separate fee of $45        
      is payable to the College Board
   • Complete this application process at least one week prior to the PSAT test date of 
      your choice
   • Fee for optional SAT/PSAT seminar: $60
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PSAT Tests (Additional test sites and dates may be found at www.admissions.uci.edu/ats)

Location          Date         Test Code             Test Time     Deadline to Apply
UC Irvine        January 17, 2009      10117            9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.               January 9, 2009

UC Irvine        January 17, 2009      10117            1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.               January 9, 2009

UC Irvine        January 24, 2009      20124            9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.               January 16, 2009

UC Irvine        January 24, 2009      20124            1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.               January 16, 2009

UC Irvine        January 31, 2009      30131            9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.                January 23, 2009

UC Irvine        January 31, 2009      30131            1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.                January 23, 2009

UC San Diego        February 7, 2009      40207            9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.               January 30, 2009

UC San Diego        February 7, 2009      40207            1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.               January 30, 2009

UC San Diego        February 8, 2009      50208            9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.               January 30, 2009

UC Irvine        February 14, 2009      60214            9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.               February 6, 2009

UC Irvine        February 14, 2009      60214            1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.               February 6, 2009

UC Irvine        February 15, 2009      70215            9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.               February 6, 2009

UCLA                      February 21, 2009      80221            9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.               February 13, 2009

UCLA                     February 21, 2009      80221            1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.               February 13, 2009

UCLA                     February 22, 2009      90222            9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.               February 13, 2009

UC Berkeley        March 7, 2009      10307            9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.               February 27, 2009

UC Berkeley        March 7, 2009      10307            1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.               February 27, 2009

UC Berkeley        March 8, 2009      11308            9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.               February 27, 2009

UC Irvine        March 14, 2009      12314            9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.               March 6, 2009

UC Irvine        March 14, 2009      12314            1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.               March 6, 2009

UC Irvine        March 21, 2009      13321            9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.               March 13, 2009

UC Irvine        March 21, 2009      13321            1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.               March 13, 2009

UC Irvine        March 28, 2009      14328            9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.               March 20, 2009
UC Irvine        March 28, 2009      14328            1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.               March 20, 2009

PSAT and SAT Preparation Seminars
Location          Date              Seminar Code     Seminar Time            Deadline to Apply
UC Irvine        January 17, 2009            PS01             9:30 a.m. to noon                      January 9, 2009
UC Irvine        January 24, 2009             PS02                         9:30 a.m. to noon                      January 16, 2009
UC Irvine        January 31, 2009            PS03             9:30 a.m. to noon                       January 23, 2009
UC San Diego        February 7, 2009            PS04             9:30 a.m. to noon                       January 30, 2009
UC Irvine        February 14, 2009               PS05             9:30 a.m. to noon                       February 6, 2009
UCLA                     February 21, 2009             PS06             9:30 a.m. to noon                       February 13, 2009
UC Berkeley        March 7, 2009             PS07             9:30 a.m. to noon                       February 27, 2009
UC Irvine        March 14, 2009             PS08             9:30 a.m. to noon                       March 6, 2009
UC Irvine        March 21, 2009             PS09             9:30 a.m. to noon                       March 13, 2009

SAT
Location                             Date                             Time                       Deadline to Apply
See: www.collegeboard.com         January 24, 2009             See: www.collegeboard.com               December 26, 2008
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September - January    Step 1:    Schools distribute Academic Talent Search information to eligible students and   
         their families. 
                            Step 2:    Students register for the PSAT or SAT.
                            Step 3:    Students receive confi rmation via email.
January - March           Step 4:    Students take the PSAT or the SAT. 

March                            Step 5:    Students receive information regarding the UCI Gifted Students Academy summer      
                    program and other UCI summer programs.

May                                Step 6:    Individual student score reports are available online, May 12, 2009. 
                            Step 7:    Top-scoring participants are invited to an ATS awards ceremony, May 16, 2009.
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